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CHAIR LETTERS 

 

KOREN HAREL 

 

Dear delegates, Welcome to the SPECPOL committee of HolyLandMUN 2019! 

My name is Koren Harel and I will be chairing this committee along with my co-chair Tom _. 

We aim to provide you with 5 days full of engaging debate, creative problem solving, and 

diplomacy.  

Our committee will deal with an ongoing armed conflict surrounding autonomy & the shift in 

the powers of the world from the West to the East. 

Our committee provides us with the opportunity to come up with innovative solutions to the 

world’s problems and to work together in order to better-suggested ideas in order to move 

forward. 

To make this a good experience for everyone, I expect from you to come in enthusiastic, well-

researched, and willing to work with others as a team.  

It is completely understandable to be shy about public speaking, especially if this is your first 

time, but my advice to you would be to take this as a fun learning experience.  

Feel free to reach out to me for any help or advice. I 

am an 11th-grade student at Darca Begin High 

School, majoring in Sociology, Psychology, and 

Diplomacy & International Communications. 

I participate in Model UN just like you, and this will 

be my 7th conference, as well as my first time 

chairing. 

I am very excited to chair this committee and am 

looking forward to seeing you all in August!  

korenharel@gmail.com 

  

mailto:korenharel@gmail.com
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TOM KIRSHENBAUM 

 

Dear delegates, 

We are very happy to welcome you to HolyLandMUN 2019 as chairmen of the SPECPOL 

committee. It is a great honor for us both to be in this position and we are glad to have this 

opportunity to meet you and solve some major global problems together… Fun! 

Our committee is, as mentioned, the SPECPOL committee, and during the conference, it will be 

discussing both the tensions between Turkey and its Kurdish population and also the Chinese 

Belt and Road initiative. Both topics are of very high interest around the world and personally to 

us, and we truly hope you will find them as fascinating as we do and enjoy our future discourse 

of them. 

As a beginner committee, we are aware of the fact that many of you are first-timers and there is 

nothing we would love more than seeing you talk and participate in the debates and caucuses we 

will have together. Any MUN conference is an amazing experience you will not regret having, 

and we hope we can help you understand just that and perhaps even aid you in your first steps 

towards an astonishing MUN career. 

Regarding myself, I am a 12th-grade student in Atid Lod high school for sciences. This 

conference will be my overall 11th one and so I would gladly answer any question you have 

about the conference, the topics or even myself! Feel free to reach me at 

kirshenbaumtom@atidmun.com 

Kind regards, 

Tom Kirshenbaum 
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BIANCO THE DEAF CAT 

Bianco was born deaf, therefore he finds it soothing to write down the thoughts he can’t say out 

loud.  

His favorite hobby is to walk all over the computer keyboard as I’m writing important things, 

just like this study guide. 

It was deleted by Bianco and replaced by his majestic poems several times. 

By all means, he was 100% involved in writing this. 

Bianco is a strong advocate for cat and dog equality, and his goal is to shatter the stigma 

surrounding friendships between cats and dogs, as his best friend is a Chihuahua.  

He likes politics and wants to run for the presidency when he grows older, his slogan would be: 

Meow is the time. 

He cares about the international cat community and is currently working on saving Australian 

stray cats from genocide. 

He strives for a society in which all cats live well. 

As I mentioned before, he also writes beautiful poems, here’s an inspiring part from one of 

them: 

“jhcesw 

,,./ 

yh43’ 

     ‘s”      

  



5 

INTRODUCTION TO SPECPOL 

 

SPECPOL, also known as the Special Political and Decolonization Committee was created after 

WW2 in order to deal with non-independent territories under the supervision of the UN. 

The committee also used to help colonies get independence and by 1990, most colonies were 

independent. For this reason, it added ‘’Special Political’’ to its name and began to look at other 

issues not covered by any of the UN committees. 

As its name suggests, the committee deals with a variety of issues ranging from decolonization to 

refugees and to outer space.  

The mandate of the SPECPOL committee can be found in Article 73 of the UN Charter which 

states: “Members of the United Nations which have or assume responsibilities for the administration of people 

who have not yet attained the full measure of self-government, recognize the principle that the interest of these 

territories is paramount”. 

Nowadays, most colonies are independent UN nations. However, SPECPOL continues to act on 

its decolonization mandate and to facilitate discussion on the 17 recognized “non-self-governing 

territories” by the UN. These are areas of the world under the control of a state but not strictly 

part of that state. Some examples are Bermuda, Western Sahara, and Guam. Every year this 

committee discusses what should happen with these areas. 

SPECPOL also holds discussions on a range of topics that used to concern other committees of 

the General Assembly such as DISEC to allow them to focus their meetings on military action. 

SPECPOL meets annually in October and forwards its decisions to the General Assembly 

Plenary in order to be adopted officially.  

In order to advance each nation’s interests, it is important to remember that SPECPOL 

decisions are non-binding and the main purpose of the committee is to recommend possible 

actions that could promote a positive outcome. Since international political issues are central to 

the committee, it is important to keep in mind and respect national sovereignty.  
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TOPIC A: REDUCING TENSIONS BETWEEN TURKEY AND ARMED 

KURDISH GROUPS 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Kurds are one of the indigenous peoples of the Mesopotamian plains and are the fourth-

largest ethnic group in the middle east, with as many as 25 to 35 million Kurds straddling south-

eastern Turkey, north-eastern Syria, northern Iraq, north-western Iran, and south-western 

Armenia. (1) In Turkey, Kurds make up about 19% of the population (2) with an estimated 

number of 15.4 million, (3) which makes them about half of all Kurds. All Kurdish communities 

are fighting for independence or some level of autonomy in their respective countries, and some 

have seen some success recently in areas such as Iraqi Kurdistan. 

 

 

 

In Turkey, however, the situation is not as good. The largest Kurdish-representing body in the 

country is the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, known locally as the PKK. It is a political party in 

Turkey with Marxist-Leninist roots formed in 1978 by Abdullah Öcalan, who is currently still in 

jail. (1) At the time, the party was calling for an independent Kurdish state within Turkey and in 

1984 it launched an armed struggle against the Turkish government. (4) Since then, more than 40 

thousand people have died in the conflicts and hundreds of thousands were displaced. (1) 
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The reason for the hatred between the two groups, the Kurds and the Turks, is due to their past. 

Kurds received harsh treatment at the hands of the Turkish authorities for generations. In 

response to uprisings in the 1920s and 1930s, many Kurds were resettled, Kurdish names and 

costumes were banned, the use of the Kurdish language was restricted, and even the existence of 

Kurdish ethnic identity was denied, with people being designated as "Mountain Turks". (1) 

In the 1990s, the PKK rolled back on its demands for an independent state, calling instead for 

more autonomy for the Kurds. (4) This did not stop the fighting though, and a cease-fire was 

finally agreed upon only decades later in 2013 after secret talks were held. The ceasefire then 

collapsed shortly after in July of 2015, when a suicide bombing killed 33 young activists in the 

mainly Kurdish town of Suruc, near the Syrian border. The PKK accused the authorities of 

complicity and attacked Turkish soldiers and police. (1) 

There have been many PKK attacks on Turkish security forces in the south-east ever since. In 

August 2016 a PKK car bomb in Cizre killed 11 policemen and injured 78 more. Hundreds of 

people have died in more than a year of clashes in Turkey's Kurdish-majority region. The PKK is 

listed as a terrorist organization by Turkey, the EU, and the US. Human rights groups say many 

civilians have died during Turkey's anti-PKK offensive in the south-east. Turkey has imposed 

curfews and used heavy armor in urban areas in its fight with the rebels. (4) 

Non the less, the PKK is not the only party worthy of discussion. In 2012, Turkey saw the 

establishment of the Peoples' Democratic Party, known for short as the HDP. This left-wing 

liberal party is Turkey’s best option for voters supporting women and minority rights, and it is 

also famously pro-Kurdish. (5) The party was so successful that in 2015 it won 59 seats and 

became the second-biggest opposition party, (4) and it is said that no other pro-Kurdish political 

party in Turkey has won as many Kurdish votes than the HDP has since its establishment. (5) 

On November 4th, 2016 the HDP’s joint leaders Selahattin Demirtas and Figen Yuksekdag were 

arrested. The Turkish government said they had failed to appear for questioning about alleged 

links to the PKK - which they deny. Turkey also claims them to be allied with the PKK and even 

went as far as saying they are a branch of it. (6) Just hours later, a car bomb went off outside a 

police station in Diyarbakir. Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said it had killed eight people, 

including two policemen - and he blamed the PKK for the attack, further emphasizing claims 

about cooperation between the two parties. (4) 

Not much has been accomplished since then and the tensions are still high between Turkey and 

its Kurdish population. Most are not sure what can be done to address this issue and the world is 

still waiting for a peaceful solution, which seems quite out of reach considering the… 
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CURRENT SITUATION 

 

Today, nine elected members of parliament from the HDP are in prison, charged with terrorism 

for routine speeches and statements. Thousands of journalists, academics, activists, and 

dissidents have been jailed or forced to flee the country, and military operations in Turkey’s 

southeast that razed Kurdish cities have left tens of thousands internally displaced. (7) 

Remzi Kartal, the co-chair of the PKK, believes that a renewed peace process to the Kurdish 

conflict is not possible under the administration of Erdoğan’s Islamist party and its far-right 

coalition allies. Last May, the government finally allowed the jailed Öcalan to see his lawyers after 

eight years, but many observers suspect it was just to gain Kurdish votes in the Istanbul mayoral 

election on June 23. (8) 

In this time of crisis, most eyes are directed at the United States, hoping it can act as a mediator 

between the two groups. The US originally helped Turkey in the capturing of Öcalan by 

supplying information, according to a Clinton administration official, but today it seems to 

generally support the Kurds both in Turkey and outside of it, as seen in its alliance with the 

Kurdish People’s Protection Unit (YPG) as part of the Syrian civil war - a group that also takes 

ideological inspiration from Öcalan’s writings. (7) 

In addition, many trust that the PKK today is readier to negotiate for peace than ever before, 

saying it is “not the same organization that it was in 1999” thanks to Öcalan’s writings about 

women’s liberation, direct democracy, care for the environment, etc. Turkey, on the other hand, 

is not as ready. The most recent years of Erdoğan’s rule have plunged the country into autocracy 

and suspicions say it can lead to a deliberately Kurdish-favored solution if enough pressure from 

the US will be applied at the negotiating table. (7) 

What is obvious is the strong will of both sides to end the conflict. The fighting took the lives of 

at least four thousand people from both sides in the time since the cease-fire broke in 2015, and 

both groups are desperate for a solution that will benefit all as the issue is now in the hands of 

SPECPOL. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

 

1. Is your country related in any way to the Kurds in Turkey and in other nations? 

2. Does your country support one of the sides in this conflict? If so, which? If not, what 

about your closest allies? 

3. Does your country have a similar problem with a group striving for independence? 

4. Is Turkey an ally of yours? Are the other countries with Kurdish minorities your allies? 

5. Can your country gain anything from this conflict by solving it in a certain way or 

keeping it in its current state? Can any other countries gain from the same thing and 

cooperate with you? 

 

USEFUL LINKS 

 

1. Global Conflict Tracker - Conflict Between Turkey and Armed Kurdish Groups - 

https://on.cfr.org/2OdvXnb 

2. Yahoo - Kurdish MPs, prisoners end hunger strike in Turkey - 

https://news.yahoo.com/jailed-kurdish-militant-leader-calls-end-hunger-strike-

084256752.html 

3. Cultural Survival – Kurdish Repression in Turkey - 

https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/kurdish-

repression-turkey 

  

https://on.cfr.org/2OdvXnb
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TOPIC B: EXAMINING THE BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE AS A 

NEOCOLONIAL PHENOMENON 

 

BACKGROUND 

At a time when much of the west is distracted by faltering economic integration, renewed 

protectionism, and short-term policies, China is connecting with the outside world through a 

series of long-term economic investments. 

The project, known as the Belt and Road Initiative or BRI for short, spans 68 countries through 

several land corridors and maritime routes. It covers about 65% of the world’s total population 

which equals about 40% of the global GDP. (1) 

It is nothing less than the most ambitious geo-economic project in recent history, as it seeks to 

create the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road and the Silk Road Economic Belt. 

 

● The Silk Road: 

The Silk Road was an exchange route, which extended through Asia, Europe, and Africa, dating 

from centuries BC but emerging as a strong and dynamic center of economic activity only during 

the Han Dynasty. The main significance of the road relies on the fact that it allowed for trade 

between West and East to arise vigorously, enhancing economic prosperity and cultural 

exchanges, as it blended different religious, artistic and political conceptions.  

The silk route was used from its opening by the Han Dynasty to its closure in 1453 A.D by the 

Ottoman Turkish Empire, which interrupted trade with the western areas after defeating the 

Byzantine Empire. Following the collapse of the route, Europeans strived to find a sea 

alternative to the land-based Silk Road. 

 

● The Maritime Silk Road: 

The Silk Road also had a maritime branch, and its use was directly linked to the history of the 

land-based route. Whenever political instability threatened the merchants who used land-based 

routes, they drew the trade to the sea. 

The maritime course had two different paths, one that extended from China to the East China 

Sea connecting to the Korean peninsula and Japan, and other from China to South China Sea, 

Southeast Asia, South Asia, Arabian Sea, Indian Ocean, and the Persian Gulf. China was 

considered to have one of the most important ports in the world, in the Zayton region, as 

relevant as the ones in Alexandria, Soudak - in Crimea - and two others in India- all of which 
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were a part of the trades in this route. Like its overland-based route, the Maritime Silk Road was 

used since ancient times; a fact that is verified, for instance, by the presence of silk in Japan 

approximately in 200 AD. Trade across the seas was a tendency in pre-colonial times, and China 

had an important role in promoting it during its different dynasties. From the Tang dynasty until 

the European colonialism this route was pivotal for the trade of Chinese silks and ceramics. The 

time that this route existed was a golden era for China, before the western imperialism. As many 

benefits as there are for both the routes, traders did face quite a few challenges on their lengthy 

journeys. 

 

 

The One Belt One Road initiative is considered the largest foreign spending endeavor by any one 

country since the United States’ Marshall Plan to rebuild Europe after the Second World War. (2) 

China plans to revive the Silk Road by creating a transportation network that would link China to 

the rest of Asia, the Middle East, and even Europe. 

This flagship project combines two main road maps: 

The first component is the Silk Road economic belt which is a land-based transit route that runs 

through 6 corridors and covers most of the nations in Asia and Europe. 

Along with these parameters, China seeks to bolster physical infrastructure by constructing 

railways roads, bridges, pipelines, hydroelectric dams and much more. 

The second component is the ocean-going maritime Silk Road which seeks to diversify China's 

supply lines along its eastern coastline by constructing shipping ports, hydrocarbon refineries, 

industrial parks, etc. 

Thus far more than 1700 projects, with a value of nearly 900$ billion, fall within the spectrum of 

the initiative. (1) 

Suffice to say, reviving the Silk Road is an expensive endeavor. 

To fund the construction initiative and regulate the enormous cash flow, the Chinese 

government has set up two new financial institutions: The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

and the Silk Road Fund. (3) 

The former is a multilateral bank with an initial capital base of 100$ billion and is dedicated to 

lending money for economic projects. Its organizational structure is similar to the International 

Monetary Fund and The World Bank. 

The second institution, the Silk Road Fund, holds 40$ billion and falls under the supervision of 

China’s central bank. 

It’s a mean to invest in projects rather than extend loans for it. 
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Yet, perhaps the biggest financial contributor to the Belt and Road is the China Development 

Bank and the Export-Import Bank of China. 

The former has pledged 890$ billion spread over the course of several years. 

Additional funds for the construction initiative could come from China’s foreign exchange 

reserve and the country’s sovereign wealth fund which holds 3.7$ trillion and 227$ billion 

respectively. 

However, the Belt and Road initiative is about more than just physical connections. It serves 

China’s foreign and domestic objectives because it helps to mitigate the country’s dependence on 

the existing sea lanes. 

Currently, about 90% of China’s trade goes through the seas and is beyond the control of China. 

Nearby waters, such as the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea, and the South China Sea have a 

strong American presence while maritime choke points such as the Strait of Malacca (through 

which roughly 80% of China’s crude oil imports pass) form additional flashpoints for China. As 

such, China relies on the US Navy for the security of the sea lanes.  

Yet, as a geopolitical rival, China cannot indefinitely rely on the US to protect its shipping. In 

this context, the Belt and Road initiative serves as a contingency plan that diversifies the foreign 

trade grounds between Chinese cities and global markets. China’s vision is to “build a 

community of shared interests, destiny, and responsibility featuring mutual political trust, 

economic integration, and cultural inclusiveness.” (13) 

 

CURRENT SITUATION 

According to China, the Belt and Road initiative is a systematic project, which would be jointly 

built through consultation to ensure all interests are met. It’s intended at promoting methodical 

and free flow of economic factors, highly efficient distribution of resources and deep integration 

of markets; encouraging the countries along the Belt and Road to achieve economic policy 

coordination and carry out vast and more in-depth regional cooperation of higher standards; and 

jointly creating an open, inclusive and balanced regional economic cooperation architecture that 

benefits all. 

A win-win situation for everyone… or is it? 

There are some key reasons why the One Belt One Road initiative may not live up to 

expectations, the main one being the argument that OBOR bears striking resemblance to past 

routes used by colonial powers to seize control and exploit local populations. OBOR has been 

criticized as being such a policy due to how it gives China and Chinese companies great access to 

other countries.   
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While China denies that OBOR is a mean to establish an overseas empire, it is undeniable that 

OBOR has indeed increased China’s economic and political influence over the countries it 

connects. 

Also important is the discovery of a link between the United Nations (UN) voting and Chinese 

assistance. (4) African countries which receive Chinese investment, through OBOR or otherwise, 

were found to vote in support of China in the UN more over time. This at best suggests that 

OBOR does influence the political decisions of states, and at worst suggests that China makes 

economic aid contingent on political support. (8) (10)  

Another reason is cost. Ultimately, China’ taxpayers, the middle class of China, is going to have 

to pay for this project.  People are worried that their taxes might go up and that public 

investment in infrastructure was a low priority or no priority.  

Will people support this initiative over the next 3, 5, 10 years? Because it’s an initiative without a 

fixed end date for this investment program, at least up until now, many Chinese are legitimately 

worried. Beijing has a big job ahead of it to win popular support for spending billions of dollars 

on foreign infrastructure.  

Environmental risks should also be taken into account. (5) Chinese infrastructure construction, 

especially in ecologically sensitive areas, pose a great threat to local wildlife and may cause habitat 

loss. The Russia-Mongolia-China integration zone is especially sensitive in this regard. In 

response to significant environmental concerns raised by several studies, the Chinese 

government has released an ambitious set of plans designed to make OBOR more 

environmentally friendly. Many of the environmental regulations proposed have proved 

successful in Western countries, but enforcement continues to remain an issue 

And what about labor? 

There is a need also to protect laborers involved in OBOR. Labor is often exploited by 

companies due to lack of oversight. While present across many OBOR countries, particularly 

those with already weak labor laws and low amounts of government oversight, this problem is 

particularly pertinent in Africa. Chinese companies in the African continent frequently exploit 

their workers and do not comply with local laws. Studies of Chinese firms in the African 

continent have pointed to the particular problems of low wages, poor job security and lack of 

work, health, and safety protections in the manufacturing, construction, and mining sectors. (6) 

(7) (9) 

Improved roads are also more likely to enhance the mobility of illicit goods into China itself. 

According to a report released by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in 
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2016, OBOR poses significant security risks in every area in which it has been implemented, 

exacerbating the present level of crime. (11) 

The presence of such crime is due to several factors. Most significant of these factors is a 

policymaking mindset that places profit above security. Projects, when being planned, are 

planned in order to maximize income, and security is an afterthought. Efficient infrastructure, 

after being built, is not equipped with proper security features, allowing them to be exploited by 

criminal groups. OBOR has also seen a large focus on railway infrastructure, which is much 

harder to control for illegal activity as compared to airports and seaports. The final factor is weak 

cross-border law enforcement. Border patrols, even when they are established, are implemented 

for the purposes of aiding commerce and not ensuring security. 

Therefore in addition to everything else, China must combat transnational risks by assisting and 

cooperating with the security groups in the Central Asian countries. 

The issue of corruption is linked to OBOR as well. Of all the countries linked in OBOR, only 

Singapore consistently ranks highly in global rankings on transparency. According to 

Transparency International’s Corruption Perception Index (12), Yemen, Cambodia, Myanmar 

and Syria, all involved in OBOR, are among the world’s most corrupt, due to low pay and poor 

law enforcement oversight, with Syria ranking 178 out of 180 countries assessed. This is 

dangerous both to the success of OBOR, as investments are squandered through embezzlement, 

as well as to local communities because it is oftentimes local criminal kingpins that are most 

involved in corrupt practices. This money is then invested in illicit operations, which further 

exacerbates criminality. Hence, OBOR’s facilitation of criminal projects is essential to tackle.  
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

 

1. What are your country’s motives and how can they be achieved? 

2. Is your country directly or indirectly linked to the One Belt One Road initiative? if so, how 

does it affect it?  

3. Is your country benefiting from the One Belt One Road initiative? 

4. What challenges does the OBOR need to overcome, and how can this be done? 

5. What resources does your country have? What can be done with them in order to contribute 

to the OBOR project? 

6. How can the OBOR project be beneficial for all parties involved? 

 

USEFUL LINKS 

 

https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/10/PPP-Overseas-

Fiscal_vSend-for-UN-Portion.pdf 

 

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2094410/china-hold-next-

global-trade-summit-2019-xi-jinping 

 

https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2018/01/09/the-grand-narratives-of-chinese-fdi-arent-so-

great/ 

 

https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-crime/article/1918028/united-nations-

highlights-one-belt-one-road-crime-risks 

 

https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2018/03/30/belt-and-road-in-africa-opportunities-and-

challenges/ 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexandrawrage/2017/05/23/one-belt-one-road-many-

bribes/#4e2b5fb2503c 
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